The Covid‐19 Pandemic has thrown global economies into turmoil, necessitating hugely expensive economic stabilisation programmes. The crisis has brought into sharp focus the fundamental strategic importance of agri‐food sectors in sustaining the health and general wellbeing of societies across the globe. In more stable and peaceful times it is easy to lose sight of the significance of this key role. It is against this new backdrop that the EU‐UK Brexit negotiations will be conducted. The crisis will surely have an impact on the aims and outcomes of the negotiations; perhaps above all the importance of ensuring free and open trading relationships.

The UK ceased being a member of the EU in January 2020 and in the coming months negotiations on a new partnership model will cover all areas of interest, including trade and economic co‐operation. Agri‐food and fisheries will be very prominent and politically sensitive issues in these negotiations. *EuroChoices* has been at the forefront of providing very significant evidence on the economic impacts of Brexit on these sectors since the 2016 Referendum.

The gravity model of international trade explains that bi‐lateral trade flows take place predominantly between neighbouring countries based on the size of their economies and their proximity. This pattern is indeed observed in the heavily integrated agri‐food trade between the EU and the UK. EU Member States supply around 70 per cent of UK imports of food, feed and drink and are the destination for over 60 per cent of UK exports of these categories. If a free trade agreement cannot be reached and the UK 'inherits' the EU\'s bound tariff rates applying to non‐EU countries there is likely to be very significant trade disruption. For example, Feng *et al*. ([2017](#euch12252-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"}) have shown that this would have severe impacts on UK producers, particularly in the beef and sheep sectors.

On fishing the EU view is that, 'the objective of the provisions on fisheries should be to uphold Union fishing activities ... it should aim to avoid economic dislocation for Union fishermen that have traditionally fished in the United Kingdom waters'. Le Gallic *et al*. ([2018](#euch12252-bib-0003){ref-type="ref"}) highlight UK fishers' concerns about the equal access that all Member States have had to all EU waters outside territorial limits; but they also argue that post‐Brexit the UK industry will need access to EU markets and EU labour for fishing to be financially viable. Indeed within the UK fisheries sector there are voices of realism on this point.

An important contribution that agri‐food economists could make to these negotiations would be to advise on the importance of both parties moving towards a *workably competitive* framework for trade between the EU and the UK as the key overarching outcome. This would recognise that while regulatory alignment between the UK and the EU could not realistically be perfect, it should be *workable* in respecting the interests and needs of both EU and UK producers and consumers and is effective and efficient (see the contribution by Wilkinson in this issue). In rising to this key challenge the profession should aim for the Gold Standard in communicating to policy makers and the public, demonstrating both rigour and relevance (Davis, [2018](#euch12252-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}).

This challenge does not necessarily require much in the way of new research; indeed there would be insufficient time for much new work. We should be proactive in highlighting the substantial body of rigorous research on Brexit impacts that has been published in *EuroChoices*. To ensure the widest possible stakeholder awareness of this evidence the journal is publishing all relevant Brexit articles in a free‐to‐read virtual Special Issue on the journal homepage. In addition the Editor is commissioning articles on Covid‐19 impacts on agri‐food systems with contributions from leading analysts; further information on this initiative will be available on the journal homepage.

This issue of *EuroChoices *includes a special feature on food topics, particularly on food loss and waste, along with other topical articles. As ever, letters commenting on *EuroChoices* articles are always welcome.

> "The Covid‐19 crisis will surely have an impact on the aims and outcomes of the Brexit negotiations".

> 'La crise du Covid‐19 aura sûrement un impact sur les objectifs et les résultats des négociations sur le Brexit.'

> "Die Covid‐19‐Krise wird mit Sicherheit Auswirkungen auf die Ziele und Ergebnisse der Brexit‐Verhandlungen haben."
